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On Voltaire s Religious Thoughts and Their Influence over Chinese Culture

Zhao M arr hai
(College of Confucius Culture, Quf u Normal University, Quf u 273165, China)

Abstract: Voltaire is an accomplished thinker in the French Enlightenment of 18th century. He advanced aseries of impor
tant propositions, such as the proposition that religion is one of the means of realizing social control, the proposition that relr
gious mania is not cosmopolitan, the proposition that the theocracy is not the indispensable phase in the course of social political
development and so on. Since Chinese culture is featured with sharp ut realism, it exerted deep influence in shaping those of
Voltaire’ s views. Voltaire s views not only promoted the development of contemporary Enlightenment, but also foreshowed
the west would not necessarily be the centre of the world culture, which contributed to the establishment of the principle‘ cen-
tre removing” in the methodology of contrastive study and remarkably spurred the development of history, religious study and
social study.

Key words: Voltaire; Confucius; Confucianism; deism



