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Tactics of Intertextual Explanation in Writing Biography
—Case Studies of Greenblatt’ s Will in the World: How Shakespeare Became Shakespeare
XU Qin— chao
(School of Foreign Languages, Qingdao University of Science and Technology, Qingdao 266061, China)
Abstract: Shakespeare’ s works are full of charm, but the facts of his life are very few. The question of how Shakespeare
became Shakespeare attracts many biographers and scholars to explore all along. Taking historical culture and political
surroundings as the background, Greenblait’ s Will in the World: How Shakespeare Became Shakespeare narrates and ex-
plains Shakespeare’ s life and personality through the intertextual explanaion of works and works, works and historical
facts and anecdotes, works and the historical background and people’ s spirit and the custom and folkways. This kind of

intertextual explanation achieves its goal and explores and enriches the writing methods of biography.
Key words: Shakespeare; intertextual explanation; biography; humanist feelings
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